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"Yahweh, the God of Israel, says this, " From time immemorial, your
ancestors, Terah, father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond the
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River [Euphrates], and served other gods. (....) So now, fear Yahweh
and serve him truly and sincerely; banish the gods whom your
ancestors served beyond the River".

[The New Jerusalem Bible, Standard Edition, Saint Paul Society,
Bombay, 1993, pp. 314,15--Joshua 24:2,14]

u!é@b‘ﬂé@(ﬁ@(bé"Good News Bible"ﬁ:uﬁ&/“dg/ﬁm.gidﬂ
:‘Llﬂfuybfu’!uﬂd}/occat‘ﬂf’/d{"Today's English Version"

"This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, has to say: 'Long ago
your ancestors lived on the other side of the River Euphrates and
worshipped other gods. One of those ancestors was Terah the
father of Abraham and Nahor.(....). Now then (...) honour the
Lord and serve him sincerely and faithfully. Get rid of the gods
which your ancestors used to worship in‘-Mesopotamia".

[Good News Bible, American Bible Society, NY, 1982, p. 231,
Joshua 24:2]
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"He was an idolater. [stress added]"
[The Jewish Encyclopedia, entry 'Terah', KTAV Publishing
House, Inc., NY, vol xii, 1901, p. 107]

‘r“‘al /;“”uu‘{/“ﬂrw:ng,ré’u@j;g“‘u?u/?mugu”
Jﬁad.’.d“ug/’{,u(/&)/é‘u!j’;;L‘ﬂ!/j’b’ﬂuﬁdﬂkk&%bﬂjﬁ
f/i&/f?gu@; u%K/uwqulgnfubmgg&&f&av@’g_%f

24_.)/!/“0l,gﬁ‘};)!é,’/((llrhéﬁﬂ!/jaf’/ﬂk)u/}”ci

Incidentally we learn that his father, Terah, was an idolater ,
like the rest of the Chaldeans (Josh. xxiv, 2); [p.85]. (...). He then
tried to persuade his father to renounce idol-worship, but Terah
was afraid of the people and told him to keep silent. [p.85]. (...
Abraham asked his father: "Who created heaven and earth?"
Terah, pointing to one of his:idols, replied: "This great image is
our god." "Then let me bring a sacrifice to him!" said Abraham,
and he ordered a cake of fine flour to be baked, and offered it to
the idol, and when the idol did not eat it, he ordered a still finer
meal-offering to be prepared, and offered it to the idol. But the
idol did neither eat nor answer when addressed by him, and so
Abraham grew angry and, kindling a fire, burned them all. When
Terah, on coming home, found his idols burnt, he went to
Abraham and said: "Who has burned my gods?" Abraham
replied: "The large one quarreled with the little ones and burned
them in his anger." "Fool that thou art, how canst thou say that
he who cannot see nor hear nor walk should have done this?"
Then Abraham said: " How then canst thou forsake the living
God and serve gods that neither see nor hear"?

According to Gen. R. xxxviii. and Tanna debe Eliyahu, ii. 25
(probably a portion of Pirke R. EL), Terah was a manufacturer of
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idols and had them for sale. One day when Terah was absent and
Abraham was left to take charge of the shop, an old, yet
vigorous, man came in to buy an idol. Abraham handed him the
one on top, and he gave him the price asked [by Abraham].
"How old art thou?" Abraham asked. "Seventy years" was the
answer. "Thou fool," continued Abraham, "how canst thou adore
a god so much younger than thou? Thou wert born seventy years
ago and this god was made yesterday. The buyer threw away his
idol and received his money back." (...). Abraham was brought
before Nimrod, who said: "Knowest thou not that I am god and
ruler of the world? Why hast thou destroyed my images?" Then
Abraham said: "If thou art god and ruler of the world, why dost
thou not cause the sun to rise in the west and set in the east?(...)."
(...). Thereupon Nimrod (...) ordered Abraham to be cast into a
furnace. He had a pile of wood five yards in circumference set
on fire, and Abraham was cast into it. But God Himself went
down from heaven to rescue him. [p.86].
[The Jewish Encyclopedia, op.cit., Vol. I, pp.85f.]
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"Upon any view of the Book of the Genesis, it was not
committed to writing for many centuries after the events
described in it occured; we thus possess no guarantee whatever
that it contains a literally exact record of the acts and sayings of
the patriarchs; for it does not satisfy the primary canon of sound
historical criticism, (....). 2. It is remarkable how in Gn,
individuals and tribes seem to be placed on the same level, and
to be spoken of in the same terms, and how, further, individuals
seem frequently to be the impersonation of homonymous tribes.
(...) (p.533) (...) The basis of the narratives in the Genisis is in
fact popular oral tradition ; and that being so, we may expect
them to display the characteristics which popular oral tradition
does in other cases. They may well include a substantial
historical nucleus: but details may be due to the involuntary
action of popular invention or imagination, operating during a
long period of time; (...)" (p. 534).

[James Hastings, A Dictionary of the Bible, vol. ii,
Endinburgh, T&T. Clark, N.Y., 1903, pp. 533,34]
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"Modern exegetes do not agree as to etymology of the name
"Terah", some identifying it with the Assyrian " turahu" ( wild
goat), with which the name of the Mesoptamian town Til-sha-
turakhi might be compared, while others suppose it to be
identical with the Syriac "tarha." Recentlly the name "Terah" has
been regarded as the mutilation of "yerah" (moon); in this case
it would refer to a mythological person”.

[The Jewish Encyclopedia, KTAV Publishing House, Inc.,Vol.
12,1901, p. 107]
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'.525"Terah' of the Bible; variously spelt as Zarah and Therach
in the Talmud and 'Athar' by Eusebius. The chief officer of King
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Nimrod and a great favourite with his royal master. ( Polano,
op.cit., p.30). (...). That he was an idolator is affirmed also by the
Bible. (...). According to Midrash, Terah, in addition to being an
idolator himself, made and sold idols. (J.E. xii, p.107). " Even
Therech, who still remained chief officer to the king, became a
worshipper of idols. In his house he had twelve large images of
wood and stone, a separate god for each month in the year, and
to these he craved and made obeisance." ( Polano, op.cit., p.34)".

[Maulana Abdul Majid Daryabadi, Holy Qur'an, with English
Translation & Commentary, Taj Company Limited, Lahore,
1971, pp. 126-A, 126-B.]
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"The question whether Terah is to be taken as a personal name

is involved in the same uncertainity as arises in connexion with

the name of all the patriarchs. (....) ( the root is ... [Aleph=A+

resh= R+ hay=H: which joined together makes Arah], of which

in Hebrew the 'Aleph’ would not be readily elided); (...) Jensen

(...) thinks it may be the name of a god, comparing the first
syllable of N.Syrian or Hittite personal names, (...). " [J.Hastings
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..."In the Bible, the name of Abraham's father is given not as
Azar but as Terah (...). However, he seems to have been known
by other names ( or designations) as well, all of them obscure as
to origin and meaning. Thus in various Talmudic storeis he is
called Zarah, while Eusebius Pamphili ) the ecclesiastical
historian who lived towards the end of the third and the biginnig
of the fourth century of the (Christian era) gives his name as
Athar. Although neither.the Talmud nor Eusibius can be
regarded as authorities for the purpose of a Quran-commentary,
it is not impossible that the designation Azar ) which occurs in
the Quran only once)is the pre-Islamic, Arabicized form of Athar
or Zarah".

[Muhammad Asad, The Message. of the Quran, Gibralter, Dar
Al-Andalus, 1980, p.183]
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"Terah took his son Abram, his grandson Lot son of Haran, and

his daughter-in-law the wife of Abram, and made them leave Ur

of the Chaldeans to go to the land of Kanaan. But on arrival in

Haran they settled there. Terah's life lasted two hundred and five

years; then he died at Haran." [The New Jerusalem Bible-Gen.
xi:31f, p.30.]
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"Now the Lord said tocAbram, "Go from your country and
from your kindred and from your father's house to the land that I
will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless
you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. |
will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I
will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be
blessed. So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went
with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed
from Haran. Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother's son Lot,
and all the possessions that they had gathered, and the persons
whom they had acquired in Haran; and they set forth to go to the

land of Canaan".
[The New Oxford Annotated Bible-Gen. xii:1to 5, p.160T.]
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[Werner H. Schmidt, ‘O.T. Introduction, tr. by Matthew J.

O'Connell, St Paul ‘Publication, Bombay,1992, p59; and The
New Jerusalem Bible, op.cit., p..31]
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"The historicity of this first statement is disputed. (...), though
the mention of the Chaldeans would be an explanatory detail
added in the neo-babylonian period [which started with the
revolt of Nabopolassar in626 BC., and established its authority
with the conquest of Nineveh in612BC., and came to an end at
the hands of Cyrus of Persia in 539BC.]".

[The New Jerusalem Bible, op.cit., p.31]
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"woolley's idea did not remain unchallenged. Very soon theologians
and even archaeologists registered their dissent.

In favour of woolley's idea were the words of Gen. 11.31: "And
Terah took Abram his son and Lot ... and they went forth ... from Ur of
the Chaldees". But there are other references in the Bible which point
to somewhere else. When Abraham sends his old servant from Canaan

to the city of Nahor, to fetch a wife for his son Isaac, he calls this place
his "country" (Gen.24.4), his "father's house" and "the land of my
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kindred" (Gen.24.). Nahor lay in the north of Mesopotamia. After the
conquest of the Promised Land Joshua addressed the people in these
words: "Your fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood in old time,
even Terah the father of Abraham and the father of Nahor" (Josh.
24.2). In this case the "flood" means, as in other places in the Bible,
the Euphrates. The city of Ur was excavated on the right bank of the
Euphrates: looked at from Canaan it lay on this side, not on the other
side of the "flood". Had Woolley been too hasty in his conclusions?
What reliable evidence had the expedition produced? What proof was
there that Terah and his son Abraham lived actually in the city of Ur"?

"The earlier journey from Ur of the Chaldees to Haran has, apart
from the discovery of the city itself, no archaeological foundation,"
declares Professor W. F. Albright of John Hopkins University. This
scholar, who has himself conducted successful excavations and is the
foremost authority on the archaeology of Palestine and the Middle
East, goes further. "The remarkable fact that the Greek translations [of
the Bible] no where mention Ur but read instead the more natural
'"Land [of the Chaldees]' might mean that the removal of Abraham's
native place to Ur is possibly secondary".

"Ur emerged from the shadowy past as the capital city of the
Sumerians, one of the oldest civilisations in Mesopotamia. As we
know, the Sumerians were not Semites like the Hebrews. (...).
Painstaking research, particularly excavations in the last two decades,
make it almost certain that Abraham cannot ever have been a citizen of
the Sumerian Metropolis. It would conflict with all the descriptions
which the Old Testament gives of the kind of life lived by the
patriarch".

[Werner Keller, The Bible as History, Tr. from German by William
Neil, London, Hodder and Stoughton, 1974, pp.43f.]
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"As a result of God's call and promise of posterity Abraham
cuts off all earthly ties and with his childless wife, 11:30, sets
out for an unknown land. It is Abraham's first act of faith:

[The New Jerusalem Bible; op.cit,, p. .31]
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