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"The nature of their life and organization and the location

of their settlement make it natural to identify them with the

Essenes, described by Josephus and Philo. They were at least a

closely related sect, part of the same general movement.“'Q "
ML oo loe §u 8 Suk e L3 zle uis
Fry Fc by T s L6t o St I Lt fn s
12 LK 18 L EI AR s B Sz, L1 7 e $o S il 1
g/»ﬂ{'b?_u;{uy:,;dﬂﬁd/)'/.'Lbi_nJ@uﬁg;‘ LVJ'JLL&J:L)&;A'J%;
(P E Ikl N E b Jaw b P Lol T Tl e Uil
J'&'/@J'%'uﬁ/gﬂ'z‘,{—‘h&?J(LJ!.,{‘J)'}/’ké“{-)éﬁf—J/.U/%/“U:G/“L’”J'U‘(
Jle J'&“)aniiéu’l_i S !’/JJQ/WL ﬁcfd{édf'&/gf/;{c&/’
e A L St Gd
g S e ol e W tnt UL ke e BRI LUl

&L\ TUlg e s
e e AL Sl S e 2 e L RS Sani S
L LU, o
* Encyclopedia Judaica, under Entry "Essenes".
*  Hasting's Dictionary of the Bible, One Vol. Revised Ed., p. 205.
+ G.Vermes, The Dead Sea Scrolls in English, 4th Ed. pp. 21-22.
+ F.Bruce, Second Thoughts on the Dead Sea Scrolls, p. 119.
+ F.M.Cross, Ancient Library of the Qumran and Modern Biblical Studies, p. 51.
*+ Pictorial Biblical Encyclopedia, p.254.
& Hasting's Dictionary of the Bible, One Vol. Revised Ed., p. 205.
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e St L1

"The Essenes, as we already know from Pliny's record,
disdained marriage, but they adopted other men's children
while yet pliable and docile, accepting them as their kin and
moulding them according to their way of life. Thus, through
centuries, incredible though it seems, the Essene society had
perpetuated itself, although no one was ever born into it. Thus,
Zachariah, the high Priest in the Temple of Solomon, when he
had a son in his old age, sent him to the Essenes in the
wilderness where the child was brought up. He is known to
history as John the Baptist.

Now that we Know that the Essene community did exist in
the wilderness, Zachariah's action:is made understandable. He
was entrusting him to the“most reliable of communities, a

community which sought to live in a ‘manner pleasing to

Jehovah.“l"
:fg'n;@/lu:uygfs/y-9fquﬁuT}@;L‘JJ@;J'
@1&‘J§+Q)djfiiﬁﬁuf” Lo S B &
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Wi iU L_éu.’e.lqaj\ i

FEAL o UL G Lo b5 g U
0 ujﬂ
Ut Ny 3 Vg gt e Tl Do L S TF L
re Wi zisatbntie s $G bttt S sede UIFTE jypa o

J Atta-ur-Rahim, Jesus: A Prophet of Islam, p. 26-27.
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/ﬂuf';f e cﬁc‘a Wk Kn/; _QL sl Lf’/u.f (Manual of Discipline) & (&S ks J.’/)
SR /O IS et b g1 3L UgnlU bl J1-E JESE
B S
Je L J;L d)..)ﬂf/)/)”/a’:"g (F.C.Conybeare) = &[LL'}’L (Philo))&.s
e YT BB P 5 il S A i
"They were a sect of Jews, and lived in’Syria Palestine,
over 1000 in number, and called Essaei, because of their
saintliness; for hosis=saintly, is the same-word as Essaeus.
Worshippers of God, they yet did not sacrifice animals,
regarding a reverent mind as the only true sacrifice. At first
they lived in villages and avoided cities, in order to escape the
contagion of evils rife therein. They pursued agriculture and
other peaceful arts; but accumulated not gold or silver, nor

owned mines. No maker of warlike weapon, no huckster or

antlle($y Klq»dnd/gj,/ju/j tuwu‘“li,,z}:&wguru‘ Yoo C’m:uT}hou}' Kl
_Hre_rre s
J* The Works of Flavius Josephus, p. 600.
I Ibid.

Fool el rz i



trader by land or sea, was to be found among them. Least of all
were any slaves found among them; for they saw in slavery a
violation of the law of nature, which made all men free
brethern, one of the other.

Abstract philosophy and logic they eschewed, except so
far as it could subserve ethical truth and practice. Natural
Philosophy they only studied so far as it teaches that there is a
God who made and watches over all things. Moral philosophy
or ethic was their chief preoccupation, and their conduct was
regulated by their national (Jewish) laws. These laws they esp.
studied on the seventh day, which they held holy, leaving off
all work upon it afrd meetitig in their synagogues, as these
places of resort were called. In them they sat down in ranks,the
older ones above the younger. Thén,one took and read the
Bible, while the rest listened attentively; ‘and another, who was
very learned in the Bible, would“expound,whatever was
obscure in the lesson read, explaining/most things in their
time-honoured fashions by means of symbols. They were
taught piety, holiness, justice, the art of regulating home and
city, knowledge of what is really good and bad and of what is
indifferent, what ends to avoid, what to pursue,---in short, love
of God, of virtue, and of man.

(...). For no one had his private house, but shared the
dwellings with all; and, living as they did in colonies, they
threw open their doors to any of their sect who came their way.
They had a storehouse, common expenditure, common
raiments, common food eaten in Sissitia or common meals.(...)
The aged among them were objects of reverence and honour,

"

i
and treated by the rest as parents by real children.
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VUl g "% "Manual of Discipline""L§/1L ;;/.);Ws-t;fof Community"
G e B AL Ui L S e o110 el § ool
e EBEI e S GEr L P e AL S i)
e sz ST 5T Ut
_I'Q&Jlfjﬁiufl}é,»t,gf -
Ll Sy
SBIASE L
~(Penal code)=ly 77’)41.2 -
(The Holy Life in the World of Evil)< UC'JJ,@’J: /"(}lp A
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“The scroll prescribes: (a) the rules and liturgy of the
covenant (1.1-3.12); (b) the doctrine of the community
(3.13-4.26); (c) the admission (5.1-6.23); (d) the penal code

(6.24-7.25); (e) theholy life in the world of evil (8.1-9.26); (f)
the praise of God (10.1-11.22).”
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Jo Interpreter's Dictionary of the Bible, Vol-1, pp. 796-797.
1 Ibid, Vol-1, p. 797.
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