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The findings of Bruce Hood,

professor  o f  developmenta l

psychology at Bristol University,

s u g g e s t  t h a t  m a g i c a l  a n d

supernatural beliefs are hardwired

into our brains from birth, and

that religions are therefore tapping

into a powerful psychological

force .
)
.
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Professor Hood believes it is futile

to try to get people to abandon

their beliefs because these come

from such a 'fundamental level'. 
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'Our research shows children

have a natural, intuitive way of

reasoning that leads them to all

kinds of supernatural beliefs about

how the world works,' he said. 
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'As they grow up they overlay

these beliefs with more rational

approaches but the tendency to

illogical supernatural beliefs

remains as religion.' 
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The professor, who will present

his findings at the British Science

Association's annual meeting this

week, sees organized religion as

just part of a spectrum of supernatural

beliefs.
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