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A general term for a ‘seer’ or ‘sage’, the word rsi is often
applied in the earlier literature of Hinduism to one of a set of
important Vedic visionaries who literally saw with a special
psychic perception the sacred mantras upon which they
meditated and finally communicated in the form of the Veda- A
traditional Sanskrit verse identifies a rsi as a celibate performer
of penance who controls his senses, is able to bless and curse,
and is firmly devoted to telling the truth.’

I-John Cush, Catherine Robinson, and Michael York, FEncyclopedia of
Hinduism (London: Routledge, 2008), 694.
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