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The question which confronts him today, and which is likely to confront

other Muslim countries in the near futre is whether the Law of Islam is capable

of evolution--a question answered in the affirmative, provided the world of
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Islam approaches it in the spirit of Umar--the first critical and independent

mind in Islam who, at the last moments of the Prophet, had the moral courage

to utter these remarkable words: 'The Book of God is sufficient for us.' (The

Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, p. 129)                                                                                                
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...since things have changed and the world of Islam is confronted and affected

today by new forces set free by the extraordinary development of human

thought in all its sections, I see no reason why this attitude should be

maintained any longer. Did the founders of our schools ever claim finality for

their reasonings and interpretations? Never. The claim of the present generation

of Muslim liberals to reinterpret the foundational legal principles, in the light of

their own experience and the altered conditions of modern life is, in my

opinion, perfectly justified. The teaching of the Qur'an that life is a process of

progressive creation necessitates that each generation, guided but unhampered

by the work of its predecessors, should be permitted to solve its own problems.

(The Reconstruction, p. 133, 134)
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For the present, every Muslim nation must sink into her own deeper self,

temporarily focus her vision on herself alone, until all are strong and powerful

to form a living family of republics. A true and living unity, according to the

nationalist thinkers, is not so easy as to be achieved by a merely symbolical

overlordship. It is truely manifested in a multiplicity of free independent units

whose racial rivalries are adjusted and harmonized by the unifying bond of a

common spiritual aspiration. It seems to me that God is slowly bringing home

to us the truth that Islam is neither Nationalism nor Imperialism but a League of

Nations which recognizes artificial boundaries and racial distinctions for

facility of reference only, and not for restricting the social horizon of its

members. (The Reconstruction, p. 126)                               
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