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...For the present every Muslim nation must sink into her own deeper self,

temporarily focus her vision on herself alone, until all are strong and powerful
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to form a living family of republics. A true and living unity, according to the
nationalist thinkers, is not so easy as to be achieved by a merely symbolical
overlordship. It is truly manifested in a multiplicity of free independent units
whose racial rivalries are adjusted and harmonized by the unifying bond of a
common spiritual aspiration. It seems to me that God is slowly bringing home
to us the truth that Islam is neither Nationalism nor Imperialism but a League of
Nations which recognizes artificial boundaries and racial distinctions for
facility of reference only, and not for restricting the social horizon of its
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The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam, Stanford University Press, /¢

Stanford, California, p: 126.
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