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various organizations all over the state are praying for a revival of the

monsoon. people are resorting to all sorts of methods to solicit divine

intervention to avoid a drought. In Vadodra, plans are underway to bathe

an elephant, in Rajkot a round-the-clock Yagna is going on, in

Ahmedabad farmer leaders have forsaken food to bring in the elusive

showeres. People in Saurashtra and kutch are offering prayers,

performing Yagna and chanting Ram Dhun to appease the Rain God. The

Maharashi Dayanand Sarswati Smarak Trust at Tankara has launched

vrusthi Yagna. About 150 students have been chanting vedic mantras

continuously for a week from Monday. And from Friday on wards, the

chanting has gone round-the-clock. The mahant of the jagannath temple

said: "In a way, it is saying sorry for any misdeed that could have upset

God." The Shiv Sena has also organized a varun Yagna at Kutyana on

Sunday. Rituals will be performed at Junagadh, Morbi, Bhayavadar,

Veraval and porbunder. Even the Vadodara Municipal Corporation;s

water supply committee and the Satyam Shivam Sundaram Samiti

conducted parjanya Yagna - a ceremony where an elephant well be

bathed with pomp and fanfare while a group of Brahmins will invoke

Lord Indira."

 (Sunday, The Times of India, New Delhi, August 4, 2002, p.6)  
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