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“The first figure of the Aristotelian categorical syllogism
comes from Qur’an 2:258, where Abraham shows Nimrod that
he is not a god by asking him to make the sun rise in the west.
The usual form of such a proof'is as follows:

e [Whoever has power over the sunrise is God.]
e My god is the one who has power over the sunrise.
e Therefore, my god is God.

In the second figure, one premise must be negative and the
major premise must be universal. Ghazali - uses another
example from the life of Abraham, when he mistook the moon,
sun, and stars for God until he saw them set.

e The moon sets.
e The Deity does not “set.”
e Therefore, the moon is not a deity.

As can be seen from this brief treatment, reasoning is an
integral part of the Qur'an and has shaped the thoughts of
Quranic scholars.”
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“The Qur’an is a book essentially religious, not philosophical,
but it deals with all those problems which religion and
philosophy have in common. Both have to say something
problem related to the significance such expression as God, the
world, the individual soul, and interrelations to these; good and
evil, free- will, and life after death. While dealing with these
problems it also throws light on such conceptions as appearance
and reality, existence and attribute, human origin and destiny,

truth and error, space and time, permanence and change eternity
and immortality.”
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- THE ROUTLEDGE COMPANION TO ISLAMIC PHILOSOPHY by Edited
Richard C. Taylor p. 26-28.
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“Much more important for our purposes than the religious
political factions discussed above are the more strictly
theological divisions which began to split the ranks of Islam
from the earliest times but apparently gained momentum with
the introduction of Greek philosophy in the eighth and ninth
centuries.

Most ancient authorities agree that the first abstract issue on
which the earliest theological controversies hinged was the
question of free will and predestination (qadar). Some of the first
theologians to discuss this subject were Ma'bad al-Juhani (d.
699), Ghailan al-Dimashqi (d. before 743), Wasil bin Ata' (d.

748), Yonus al-Aswari, and 'Amr bin 'Ubaid (d. 762). Other
theologians, like the famous Hasan al-Basri (d. 728).”
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PRESS p. 44.
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“There were interesting theological debates going on within
Islam itself as well as between Muslims and Greek, or more
precisely, Syrian Christians. It thus would be foolish, and
historically inaccurate, to think that the falasifa (i.e., the
practitioners of falsafa) were not aware of these theological
debates, for the philosophers did react to such discussions. Still,
it 1s with the translation of Greek philosophical and scientific
works that falsafa arises within the medieval Arabic-speaking
world as an independent intellectual enterprise”
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- Classical Arabic Philosophy by Jon Mc Ginnis and David C. Reisman 2007
by Hackett Publishing Company, Inc. p. xvii.

P oA 31 A1l




Az
S S A T oo s

Kalam here means discussion on theological matters. As M.
Abd al-Raziq has rightly observed, such discussions were called
kalam before the science of kalam became independent and
recorded in writing, and people who engaged in such discussions
were also called mutakallimun. When books were written about
these issues, the science which was written down was given the
title that had been applied earlier to such discussions. In Islamic
sources a number of reasons were offered for giving such a title
to the science of kalam. Taftazanl (d. 793/1390) 6 put together
such reasons as follows:

1. traditionally the title that was given to the discussions of
any separate issue, was al-kaldm ft kalamd wa kathd (an exposition
of/a chapter or section on).

2. The question of kalam Allah (the speech of God) was the
most famous question and the one that gave rise to the most
disputes.

3. The science of kaldm generates in one the power to talk
about or discuss religious matters and impress one’s arguments
on one’s rivals as logic does in the field of philosophy. As
regards the first reason, it is true that chapters in such early
books as al-Ibdnah of al-Ash’ari (d. 324/935) and al-Mughm of
Abd al-Jabbar (d. 415/1024) bear such titles but these works
appeared much later than the name of kaldm as a science. The
same can be said of the second reason, since the title was well
known before the discussions on kalam Allah (the createdness or
otherwise of the Qur’an).

Similarly, the third suggestion refers to the stage when logic
and Greek philosophy became well known and influential in the
Islamic cultural milieu in the third/ ninth century, after the title
of kalam had become well established.
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