Hadith Studies

Abiu Bakr (rta) and ‘Umar (rta) being best
Dr Shehzad Saleem
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Abt Hurayrah stated that God’s Messenger said: “Abu Bakr
and ‘Umar are the best in the heavens and the earth and the
best from the earlier and the later generations except the
prophets and messengers sent by God.”"

Following is the schematic illustration of the isnad of this
narrative:

1. Al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, Tarikh Baghdad, vol. 5, 252; Tbn ‘Asakir,
Tarikh Madinah Dimashg, vol. 30, 182; Ibid., vol. 44, 195; Ibn al-Jawzi,
Al-"Ilal al-mutandhiyah, vol. 1, 198, (no. 311).
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About Jibrin ibn Wagqid, Ibn al-Jawzi records: according to
Ibn ‘Adi, he is not known and this narrative is munkar.* Sibt ibn
al-‘Ajami and al-KananT say that he is muttaham bi al-wad** Al-

ibn al-Husayn

2. Ibn al-Jawzi, Al- ‘llal al-mutandhiyah, vol. 1, 198, (no. 311).
3. Abu al-Hasan ‘A7 ibn Muhammad ibn °‘Ali ibn ‘Iraq al-Kanani,
37 Monthly Renaissance May 2025




Hadith Studies
Dhahabi says that he is munkar al-hadith.” Ton Hajar says that he
is muttaham.’

It is known that Hisham ibn Hassan narrates from both
Muhammad ibn Sirin and Anas ibn Sirin.° If the person in the
narrative mentioned as Ibn Sirin is Anas ibn Sirin, then the
narrative is broken because it is known that he does not narrate
from Abdi Hurayrah.”
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Tanzih al-shari‘ah al-marfii‘ah ‘an al-akhbar al-shani‘ah al-mawdi ‘ah,
1" ed., vol. 1 (Beirut: Dar al-kutub al-‘llmiyyah, 1399 AH), 44; Abu al-
Wafa Ibrahim ibn Muhammad ibn Sibt ibn al-‘Ajami al-Halbi, Al-Kashf
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4. Abu ‘Abdullah Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Uthman
ibn Qayimaz ibn ‘Abdullah al-Dhahabi, Al-Mugtana fi sard al-kund, ™
ed., vol. 1 (Madinah: Al-Jami‘ah al-islamiyyah bi al-Madinah, 1408 AH),
341.

5. Ibn Hajar, Lisan al-mizan, vol. 2, 94.

6. Al-Mizzi, Tahdhib al-kamal, vol. 30, 182.

7. See, for example: Al-Mizzi, Tahdhib al-kamal, vol. 3, 347; Ibn
Hajar, Tahdhib al-tahdhib, vol. 1, 328
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