Hadith Studies

The Burial Praver

Dr Shehzad Saleem
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Abli Umamah stated: “When Umm Kulthim placed the
daughter of God’s Messenger (sws) in the grave, God’s
Messenger (sws) read [the Qur’anic verse]: “\g33 r.ﬁal;ke,.a
i 86 r.&wte..e (Sowd”‘ Then I do not know whether he
said wd,.u)wuu,wwg,ww (in the name of God or in
the way of God or on the religion of God’s Messenger) or
not. Then when her grave had been built he started to
sprinkle mud and would say: “Close the gaps between the
bricks.” He then said: “This is nothing as far as being
beneficial to the deceased is concerned; it is only for the
comfort of his living relatives.”

Following is the schematic illustration of the variants of this
narrative’s isndad.

1. “From it were we created, to it will we return and from it will we
emerge once again.” (20:55)

2. Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Musnad, vol. 5, 254, (no. 22241). See also: vol.
2, 411, (no. 3433); Al-Bayhaqi, Al-Sunan al-kubra, vol. 3, 409, (no.
6517); Ibn ‘Asakir, Tarikh Madinah Dimashq, vol. 3, 153.
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Ibn ‘Asakir Ahmad ibn Hanbal *

‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal

About ‘Al1 ibn Yazid ibn Abt Hilal, al-Mizz1 records: Yahya
ibn Ma‘in regards him to be da ‘if; Ya‘qib ibn Shaybah says that
he is wahi al-hadith kathir al-munkarat; Abu Zur‘ah says that he
is laysa bi gawr; Abu Hatim says that he is da ‘if al-hadith and if
he narrates from al-Qasim (as is the case here), then his
narratives should be specially deliberated upon for their
authenticity; al-Bukhari regards him to be da‘if munkar al-
hadith. The various opinions ascribed to al-Tirmidht about him is
that he is he is da‘if, laysa bi thigah and matritk al-hadith; Abi
al-Fath al-Azdi, al-Daraqutni and al-Barqani regard him to be
matritk; al-Hakim says that he is dhahib al-hadith.’

Ibn Hibban says that he is da ‘if fi al-hadith jiddan.4 Ibn Hajar
regards him to be da ‘if’’

About ‘Ubaydullah ibn Zahr, al-Mizzi records: Ahmad ibn
Hanbal regards him to be da‘if and at another instance regards
him to be thigah; Yahya ibn Ma‘in says that he is laysa bi shay’

3. Al-Mizzi, Tahdhib al-kamal, vol. 21, 179-182.
4. Ibn Hibban, Al-Majrithin, 3, 110.
5. Ibn Hajar, Tagrib, 406.
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and that all his narratives are da‘if; ‘All ibn al-Madin regards
him to be munkar al-hadith; Abt Hatim says that he is layyin al-
hadith; Abu Zur‘ah says that he is la ba’sa bihi sadiig and al-
Nasa'1 regards him to be laysa bihi ba’s.’

Ibn Hibban says that he is munkar al-hadith jiddan who
narrates fabricated narratives from trustworthy people especially
when he narrates from ‘Ali ibn Yazid who narrates from al-
Qasim (as is the case here) and in this case it is not permissible
to narrate from him.’

It is in this background that al-Bayhaqt and al-Haythami regard
this narrative to be da ‘z'f.8
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6. Al-Mizzi, Tahdhib al-kamal, vol. 19, 37-38.

7. Ibn Hibban, Al-Majrithin, 2, 63.

8. Al-Bayhaqi, Al-Sunan al-kubra, vol. 3, 409, (no. 6517); Al-
Haythami, Majma‘ al-zawa’id, vol. 3, 43.
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