Hadith Studies

Seeing an Attractive Woman

Dr Shehzad Saleem

1. Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah (rta)
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Jabir stated: “I heard the Prophet (sws) say: “When anyone
of you likes a woman and she finds a place in his heart, he

should come to his wife and satisfy his sexual urge with her,
because this will turn that woman away from his heart.”’

Following is the schematic illustration of the isnad of this
narrative’s variants:

1. Muslim, Al-Jami‘ al-sahth, vol. 1, 1021, (no. 1403). See also:
Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Musnad, vol. 3, 330, (no. 14577); Ibid., vol. 3, 341,
(no. 14713); Ibid., vol. 3, 395, (no. 15285); Ibid., vol. 3, 348, (no.
14786); Abu Nu‘aym, Al-Musnad al-mustakhraj, vol. 4, 65, (no. 3242);
Ibid., vol. 4, 65-66, (no. 3243); Ibid., 4, 66, (no. 3244); Ibn Hibban,
Sahih, vol. 12, 384, (no. 5572); Al-Nasa’i, Al-Sunan al-kubra, vol. 5,
351, (no. 9121); Ibid., vol. 5, 351, (no. 9122); Abu Da’ud, Sunan, vol. 2,
246, (no. 2151); Al-Bayhaqi, Al-Sunan al-kubra, vol. 7, 90, (no. 13294);
Al-Tirmidhi, Sunan, vol. 3, 464, (no. 1158); Abn ‘Awanah, Musnad, vol.
3, 15, (no. 4028); Ibid., vol. 3, 16, (no. 4029); vol. 3, 16, (no. 4030); Al-
Tabarani, Al-Mu ‘jam al-awsat, vol. 3, 34, (no. 2385); Al-Tabarani, Al-
Mu ‘jam al-kabir, vol. 24, 50, (no. 132); ‘Abd ibn Humayd, Musnad, vol.
1, 322, (no. 1061); Al-Tahawi, Sharh mushkil al-athar, vol. 14, 169, (no.
5550); Al-Bayhaqi, Shu‘ab al-iman, vol. 4, 367, (no. 5435).
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Though Abu al-Zubayr Muhammad ibn Muslim ibn Tadrus al-
Makki (d. 116 AH) is regarded as trustworthy by many authorities,
here is the jarh recorded on him by al-Mizzi:* In the opinion of
Nu‘aym ibn Hammad, Ayyub al-Sakhtiyani regards him to be
weak and in the opinion of Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Sufyan ibn
‘Uyaynah regards him to be weak. Ibn Abi Hatim’s opinion about
him is: yuktabu hadithuhii wa la yuhtajju bihi. Abu ‘Adi says that

2. Al-Mizzi, Tahdhib al-kamal, vol. 26, 407-410.
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though he is reliable yet he has reported some narratives from
du‘afa’.

Shu‘bah has regarded Abii al-Zubayr to be da ‘f as well.’

Abii al-Zubayr is also a mudallis* and all his variants have his
‘an‘anah except one recorded by Ahmad ibn Hanbal.” However, in
this narrative, the weakness is because of ‘Abdullah ibn Lahi‘ah.

Following is the jarh on ‘Abdullah ibn Lahi‘ah recorded by al-
Dhahabi (d. 748 AH):° Yahya ibn Ma‘n says that he is da‘ifun
la yuhtajju biht; Yahya ibn Sa‘ld would regard him to be nothing
(kana la yarahii shay’an); al-Nasa’1 says that he is da‘if; Abu
Zur‘ah and Abu Hatim say: amruhii mudtaribun yuktabuhii li al-
i ‘tibar; al-Juzjani says that there is no light in his narratives and
it is not appropriate to adduce from him.

Ibn Hajar has recorded him among the mudallisin and referred
to the fact that Ibn Hibban has said that he does tadlis from al-
du‘afd’.” Tt may be noted that in all the narratives in which
‘Abdullah ibn Lahi‘ah appears, there exists his ‘an‘anah.

2. Anas ibn Malik (rta)
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Anas ibn Malik reported that God’s Messenger (sws) looked
at a woman and was attracted to her. Thereupon he came
over to his wife Zaynab bint Jahash and satisfied his desire
from her. Then he came out and said: “If a person looks at a
woman, he should come to his wife and satisfy his desire
from her.” A person asked: “What if a person does not have
a wife?” He replied: Then he should look toward the sky.”®

3. Al-Tirmidhi, Al-‘llal al-saghir, 765.

4. Ibn Hajar, Taqrib al-tahdhib, 506.

5. Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Musnad, vol. 3, 348, (no. 14786).

6. Al-Dhahabi, Mizan al-i‘tidal, vol. 4, 166-168.

7. Ibn Hajar, Tabagat al-mudallisin, 54. It may be noted that this
narrative has his ‘an ‘anah.

8. Al-Tabarani, Musnad Shamiyyin, vol. 4, 7-8, (no. 2573).
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Following is the schematic illustration of the isnad of this
narrative’s variants:
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Qatadah ibn Di‘dmah is a mudallis’ this narrative has his
‘an‘anah.

According to al-Nasa’1, he is da ‘z'f;10 Ibn Hibban'' records that
he has a very bad memory and makes a lot of errors and reports
from Qatadah narratives which do not have any corroboration.
Al-‘Uqayli'® records that according to Yahya ibn Ma‘in, he is
laysa bi shay’.

3. ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ud (rta)
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‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘td stated: “God’s Messenger (sws) saw a
woman. Thereupon, he came to Sawdah and she had worn a
perfume and there were other women alongside her. He told
them to grant him privacy and he fulfilled his desire from her.
Then he said: ‘Any person who sees a woman who attracts

her should come to his wife because she has what she has.””"

9. Ibn Hajar, Taqrib al-tahdhib, 43.

10. Al-Nasa’1, Al-Du‘afa’, 52.

11. Ibn Hibban, Al-Majriihin, vol. 1, 319.

12. Al-*Uqayli, Al-Du‘afa’, vol. 2, 100.

13. Al-Bayhaqi, Shu‘ab al-iman, vol. 4, 367-368, (no. 5436). See
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Following is the schematic illustration of the isnad of this
narrative’s variants:
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About ‘Abdullah ibn Hallam, al-Dhahabi says la yakddu
yu ‘raf.™*
Abii Ishaq al-Sabi‘T who is a known mudallis" and all variants

contain his ‘an‘anah.
Abii Bakr ibn Abi Darim is a liar.'®

also: Al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, Al-Fasl, vol. 2,913-917.

14. Al-Dhahabi, Mizan, vol. 4, 87.

15. See, for example: Ibn Hibban, Al-Thigat, vol. 5, 177.

16. See, for example: Ibn Hajar, Lisan, vol. 1, 268; Al-Dhahab,
Tarikh al-islam, vol. 26, 68.
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Al-Khatib has specified that al-Fadl ibn Sukayn, ‘Abd al-
Rahman ibn al-Mahdi, Yahya ibn Sa‘id al-Qattan and
Muhammad ibn Kathir al-‘Abdi have reported this narrative
from Sufyan from Abu Ishaq from ‘Abdullah ibn Hallam from
‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘@id as mawqiif on the latter."”

17. Al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, A/-Fasl, vol. 2, 914.
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