HADITH STUDIES

Leader of a Nation as its Servant
Dr Shehzad Saleem

1. Anas ibn Malik (rta)
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Anas ibn Malik stated that God’s Messenger (sws) said:
“The leader of people is their servant. He is the one who
makes them drink and himself drinks at the end.”’

Following is the schematic illustration of the isndd of this
narrative’s variants:
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About Salm ibn Salim, Ibn Abi Hatim records: it is reported
that Ahmad ibn Hanbal regarded him to be laysa bi dhak as if he

1. Abii Nu‘aym Ahmad ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Ishaq ibn Misa ibn
Mihran al-Asbahani, Al-Arba‘un ‘ala madhhab al-mutahaqqiqin min al-
sufiyah, 1st ed. (Beirut: Dar Ibn Hazm, 1414), 59, (no. 27). See also: Juz’
Baybt bint ‘Abd al-Samad al-Harqiyyah, Baybi bint ‘Abd al-Samad al-
Hargiyyah, 1™"ed. (Kuwait: Dar al-khulafa’ 1i al-kitab al-islami, 1986), 69.
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was regarding him unreliable; Yahya ibn Ma‘In says that he is
laysa bi shay’; Abu Hatim says that he is da ‘if al-hadith turika
hadithuhii; Abu Zur‘ah says that he cannot be attested to and is
la yuktabu hadithuhi.” Al-Haythami says that he is da‘7f.’ The
additional jarh on him recorded by Ibn al-Jawzi is as follows:
Ibn al-Mubarak regards him to be a liar, al-Nasa’1 says that he is
da‘if, al-Sa‘di says that he is ghayru thigah and al-Daraqutni
regards him to be munkar al—hadz'th.4 Ibn Hibban says that he
would thoroughly mix up things in reporting narratives.” Al-
‘Uqayl® and al-Dhahabi’ also regard him to be da ‘if.
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Anas stated: “I heard God’s Messenger (sws) say: ... Blessed
be the servant of the world; he will be the leader in the
hereafter.”””®

Following is the schematic illustration of the isndd of this
narrative:
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. Ibn Abi Hatim, Al-Jarh wa al-ta‘dil, vol. 4, 266.
. Al-Haythami, Majma°* al-zawa’id, vol. 3, 170.
. Ibn al-Jawzi, Al-Du‘afa’, vol. 2, 9.
. Ibn Hibban, Al-Majrithin, vol. 1, 344.
. Al-*Uqaylt, Al-Du‘afa’, vol. 2, 165.
. Al-Dhahabi, Al-Mughni, vol. 1, 273.
. Abt Nu‘aym, Hilya al-awliya’, vol. 8, 53.
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As recorded in the text, Abta Nu‘aym says that al-Farayanani
has concocted this narrative.

2. Aslam
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Zayd ibn Aslam reported from his father that God’s Messenger
(sws) said: “The leader of a nation is its servant in travels.””

Following is the schematic illustration of the isndd of this
narrative:
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The narrative is mungata‘ because Zayd ibn Aslam (d. 136 AH)
mawla ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab'® never met the Prophet (sws) (d. 11
AH). Moreover, his son ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Zayd ibn Aslam is
very suspect.11

3. Sahl ibn Sa‘d (rta)
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9. Ibn al-Mubarak, Al-Jihad, vol. 1, 159, (no. 207).

10. Shams al-Din Abi al-Khayr Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn
Yasuf ibn al-Jazarl, Ghayah al-nihayah fi tabaqat al-qurra’, 1st ed.,
vol. 1 (n.p.: Makatabah Ibn Taymiyah, 1351 AH), 296.

11. See, for example: Ibn Hibban, Al-Majrithin, vol. 2, 57.
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Sahl ibn Sa‘d stated that God’s Messenger (sws) said: “The
leader of a nation is its servant in travels.”"?

Following is the schematic illustration of the isnad of this
narrative:
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‘All ill)n Hijr al-Bayhaqt

No information is available on ‘Ali ibn ‘Abd al-Rahim al-
Saffar and Aba Tahir Ahmad ibn al-Husayn.

4. ‘Ugbah ibn ‘Amir (rta)
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‘Ugbah ibn ‘Amir stated that God’s Messenger (sws) said:
“... The leader of a nation is its servant.”"

12. Al-Bayhaqt, Shu‘ab al-iman, vol. 6, 634, (no. 8407).

13. Abii ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami, Adab al-suhbah, 1st ed. (Egypt:
Dar al-sahabah 1i al-turath, 1410 AH), 89-90, (no. 117). See also: Ibn
‘Asakir, Tarikh Madinah Dimashq, vol. 33, 312-313.
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Following is the schematic illustration of the isndd of this
narrative’s variants:
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The isndd is mungata‘ between ‘Ugbah ibn ‘Amir (d. 58 AH)"
and al-Manstir who was born in 95 AH.

5. Jarir ibn ‘Abdullah (rta)
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14. Ibn Hibban, Mashahir ‘ulama’ al-amsar, 199.
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Jarir ibn ‘Abdullah stated that God’s Messenger (sws) said:

... The leader of a nation is their servant.
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We find the following jarh on ‘lkramah:
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‘Abdullah ibn al-Harith said: “I came to ‘Ali ibn ‘Abdullah

15. Al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, Tarikh Baghdad, vol. 10, 187. See also:
Ibn al-Jawzi, Al-Muntazim, vol. 10, 62-63; Ibn ‘Asakir, Tarikh Madinah

Dimashg, vol. 13, 313.
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ibn ‘Abbas and found that ‘Ikramah was chained near the
door of Hasan. So I said to him: ‘Do you not fear God?’ He
replied: ‘This is because this hideous person fabricates lies
about my father.

99516

Sulayman ibn Muhammad ibn al-Fadl al-Nahrawani (d. 287
AH) is regarded to be da ‘if by al-Daraqutni."’

About Yahya ibn Aktham, al-Dhahabi records: scholars regard
him to be da‘if;, Abi Hatim says fihi nazar; Yahya ibn Ma‘In
says that he is a liar; Ishaq ibn Rahawayh says that this dajjal
narrates from Ibn al-Mubarak; ‘Al1 ibn al-Husayn ibn al-Junayd
says yasriq al-hadith; Salih Jazarah says that he reports
narratives from ‘Abdullah ibn Idris that he has not heard from
him; Abu al-Fath al-Azdi says that he narrates strange things
from reliable narrators."®

No information is available on Ahmad ibn al-Hasan al-Kasa’1.

16. Al-‘Uqayli, Al-Du‘afa’, vol. 3, 373-374.

17. Al-Dhahabi, Mizan al-i‘tidal, vol. 3, 313.

18. Al-Dhahabi, Tarikh al-islam, vol. 18, 540.
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