Hadith Studies

Narrative on ‘Al1 as the Chosen One
Dr Shehzad Saleem

1. ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas (rta)
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‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas stated: “When the Prophet (sws)
wedded Fatimah to ‘Al1, she said: “O God’s Messenger!
You have wedded me to a person who is a pauper and has
nothing.” At this, God’s Messenger replied: “O Fatimah,
would you be happy that God, the Mighty, the Exalted has
chosen two people from the inhabitants of the earth. One of
them is your father and the other is your husband.”'

Following is the schematic illustration of the isnad of this
narrative’s variants:

1. Al-Tabarani, Al-Mu ‘jam al-kabir, vol. 11, 93, (no. 11153). See
also: Al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, Tarikh Baghdad, vol. 4, 195-196; Ibn
‘Asakir, Tarikh Madinah Dimashq, vol. 42, 134-136; Ibn ‘Adi, Al-
Kamil, vol. 5, 313; Ibid., vol. 5, 331.
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Ibn ‘Asakir

No information is available on Ahmad ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Zayd
al-Hushaymi and Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Ibrahim al-Katib.

Nothing is known about Muhammad ibn Sa‘id ibn Jaban.

About al-Hasan ibn ‘Al1 al-Ma‘mar1, Ibn ‘Adt makes mawqiif

33 | Monthly Renaissance March 2024




Hadith Studies

narratives into marfii* and adds things in the text of a narrative
which are not part of it.”

About Abu Salat ‘Abd al-Salam ibn Salih al-Harwi (d. 236
AH), Abt Hatim says that he is da‘if and that he would not
narrate from him; Abii Zur‘ah would also not narrate from him.’
Ibn Hibban says that it is not permissible to narrate from him.*
Al-Dhahabi records about him: Ibn ‘Adi says that he is muttahim;
al-Nasa’1 says that he is laysa bi thigah; al-Daraqutni says that he
is blamed of concoction; Yahya regarded him to be trustworthy.’

Al-Dhahabit says that Ibrahim ibn al-Hajjaj and the narrative
[under discussion] is baseless.’

2. Abu Ayyiib al-Ansari (rta)
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Abii Ayyub al-Ansari reported that God’s Messenger sald to
Fatimah (rta): “Do you know that God, the Mighty, the
Exalted, appeared to the people of the earth and chose from
them your father and made him a prophet; then he appeared
a second time and chose your husband. He then sent the
revelation to me to marry him to you and to make him my
successor.”’

ot et

2. Ibn ‘Adi, Al-Kamil, vol. 2, 337.

3. Ibn Abi Hatim, Al-Jarh wa al-ta‘dil, vol. 6, 48.

4. Tbn Hibban, Al-Majrithin, vol. 2, 153.

5. Al-Dhahabi, Mizan, vol. 4, 348.

6. Ibid., vol. 1, 144.

7. Al-Tabarani, Al-Mu ‘jam al-kabir, vol. 4, 171, (no. 4046). See also:
Ibid., vol. 4, 172, (no. 4047); Ibn al-Maghazalt, Mandgqib, 158, (no. 144).
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‘Abayah ibn Rub‘T is an extremist Shiite and the narrative
supports his beliefs and hence becomes unreliable.®

It may be noted that al-A ‘mash according to Mizan al-i‘tidal’ is
a mudallis and does tadlis from weak narrators and would not
name them. This narrative is mu ‘an ‘an. According to the history
of Yahya ibn Ma‘m, his pupil ‘Uthman ibn Sa‘id al-Darimi
declares that al-A‘mash is guilty of the worst form of radlis:
tadlis al-taswiyah."

Qays ibn Rab1‘ (d. 167 AH) is very suspect. Al-Mizz1 records:
Ahmad ibn Hanbal says that he narrates ahadith munkarah;
according to Yahya ibn Ma‘m he is: da‘if, la yuktabu hadithuhi,
laysa bi shay’, laysa hadithahii bi shay’, da‘if al-hadith la yusawit
shay’ (all these four opinions of Yahya are reported from different
authorities); ‘Amr ibn ‘Alf states that Yahya and ‘Abd al-Rahman
would not narrate from him; the latter did initially narrate from
him; but then abandoned him; ‘Alt ibn al-Madini regards him to

8. See, for example: Al-‘Uqayli, Al-Du‘afa’, vol. 3, 515; Al-Dhahabt, Al-
Mughni, vol. 1, 338.

9. Al-Dhahabi, Mizan al-i‘tidal, vol. 3, 316.

10. ‘Uthman ibn Sa‘id al-Darimi, Tarikh Yahya ibn Ma‘in (Beirut:
Dar al-ma’miin li al-turath, n.d.), 243.
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be da ‘ifun jiddan; Ibn Numayr reported that scholars of Hadith are
of the opinion that his son had altered his narratives; Waki * would
also regard him as da‘if; Ibrahim al-Juzjani regards him to be
saqit; Abu Zur‘ah says fihi lin; Abu Hatim says mahalluhii al-
sidg, wa laysa bi gawt, yuktabu hadithuhii wa la yuhtajju biht,
according to al-Nasa’1 he is laysa bi thigah and another opinion
attributed to him is that he is matritk al-hadith; Ya‘qub ibn
Shaybah says that according to all his teachers he is sadiig, wa
kitabuhii salih, wa huwa radi al-hifz jiddan, kathir al-khata’
da ‘Tfun fi rawayatihi."

Al-Bukhari records him in his Al-Du‘afa’.'> Tbn al-JTawzi also
records him in his Al-Du‘afa’ and also records that al-Daraqutnt
regarded him to be da‘if al-hadith."” Ton Hibban has recorded
him in his Al-Majrihin."*

About Yahya ibn ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Himmani, Ibn Abt Hatim
records that Abidi Zur‘ah stopped narrating from him;"” Al-
Dhahabi says that he is laysa bi mutgin and that Ahmad ibn
Hanbal and ‘Al1 ibn Madin1 have impugned him (gad takallama
fihi Ahmad wa ‘Al7).'®

Muhammad ibn ‘Uthman ibn Ab1 Shaybah is suspect in the
eyes of some authorities. Ibn Hajar'’ records that according to
‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal he is a liar and Ibn Khirash
says that he fabricates narratives.

No information is available on Muhammad ibn Khalaf ibn ‘Abd
al-‘Aziz and ‘Abd al-Wahhab ibn ‘Abbas al-Hashimi.

About al-Husayn ibn al-Hasan al-Ashqgar, al-Mizzi records: al-
BukharT’s two opinions about him are: fihi nazar and ‘indahii
manakir; Abu Zur‘ah says that he is munkar al-hadith; Abt Hatim
says that he is laysa bi gawr."® Ton al-Jawzi records that al-Nasa'i
and al-Daraqutni say that he is laysa bi al-qaw1 and al-Azdi regards
him to be da ‘1f; Abt Ma ‘mar al-Hudhali says that he is a liar. ¥

11. Al-Mizzi, Tahdhib al-kamal, vol. 24, 29-36.
12. Al-Bukhari, Al-Du ‘afa’ al-saghir, 95.
13. Ibn al-Jawzi, Al-Du‘afa’ wa al-matriikin, vol. 3, 19.
14. Tbn Hibban, Al-Majrithin, vol. 2, 216-219.
15. Ibn Ab1 Hatim, Al-Jarh wa ta‘dil, vol. 9, 169.
16. Al-Dhahabi, Tadhkirah al-huffaz, vol. 2, 423.
17. Ibn Hajar, Lisan al-mizan, vol. 5, 280.
18. Al-Mizzi, Tahdhib al-kamal, vol. 6, 368.
19. Ibn al-Jawzi, Al-Du‘afa’, vol. 1, 211.
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Shiite Narratives
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Abii Ayytib al-Ansart stated: “Once when God’s messenger
was sick, Fatimah came to visit him while he was very weak.
When she saw what had befallen him she was overcome with
grief and her tears spilled on her cheeks. He said: ‘O Fatimah!
Do you not know that God has chosen your father from
among the people of the world and made him a prophet and

then chosen from them your husband and asked me to marry
you to him. Thus, I did so.”*’

Following is the schematic illustration of the isnad of this
narrative’s variants:
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20. Muhammad ibn Sulayman al-Kafi, Mandgqib, vol. 1, 213, (no.
133). See also: Al-Saduq, Al-Khisal, 412, (no. 16).
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Shitte sources do mention ‘Abayah ibn Rib‘T as among the
special companions of ‘Alf (rta) but do not mention any jarh or
ta‘dil on him.”'

Shiite sources regard al-Qays ibn Rabi * to be batriyyun™ (one
who holds allegiance to the imams and to Abu Bakr (rta), ‘Umar
(rta) and ‘Uthman). Al-ShabistrT says that he is d‘if al-hadith.”

Shiite sources do not mention any jarh or ta‘dil on Yahya ibn
‘Abd al-Hamid al-Himan.

About ‘Umar ibn al-Mukhtar, al-Ghada’irT says that he is not
known.”*

About Abu Sa‘ld al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali, al-Namari says: lam
yadhkurithii™ and al-Jawhar says that he is majhil.*®

Al-Jawhari says that Muhammad ibn Ibrahtm ibn Ishaq is not
trustworthy.”’

About Muhammad ibn Mansir ibn Yazid al-Muradi,”® Khidr
ibn Aban® and Ahmad ibn Hazim,” al-Namari says: lam
yadhkurithii.

21. See, for example: Al-Tafrishi, Nagd al-rijal, vol. 3, 27; Al-
Bartjardi, Tara’if al-magal, vol. 2, 92; Al-Khi’1, Mu ‘jam rijal al-hadith,
vol. 10, 274; Al-Jawahirt, Mufid, 303.

22. See, for example: Ibn Da’tud Hilli, Rijal, 267; Al-Tafrishi, Nagd al-
rijal, vol. 4, 6.

23. ‘Abdullah al-Husayn al-Shabistr1, Al-Fa’iq fi ruwat wa ashab al-
imam al-Sadiq, 1st ed., vol. 2 (Qum: Mu’assasah al-nashr al-islamo,
1418 AH), 601.

24. Al-Ghada’iri, Rijal, 81.

25. Al-Namari, Mustadrakat, vol. 3, 5.

26. Al-Jawhart, Mufid, Mustadrakat, 150.

27. Ibid., 484.

28. Al-Namari, Mustadrakat, vol. 7, 339.

29. Ibid., vol. 3, 330.

30. Ibid., vol. 1, 276.
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