Hadith Studies

Narrative on Door of ‘Ali (rta)

Dr Shehzad Saleem

1. ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas (rta)

b dcde 4ol oo ) JB U olss ) (5 Opmene 22008 0 T2
e sl Dl 0

‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas stated that the Prophet (sws) said:
“Close all the doors of the mosque except that of ‘Al1.”"

Following is the schematic illustration of the isnad of this
narrative’s variants:

Muhammad
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas
‘Amr ibn Maymiim
Abi Balaj

Yahya ibn Hammad Abi ‘Awanah

Ahmad jbn Hanbal Yahya ilbn ‘Abd al-Hamid 1

Fahd

v
‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad ‘Abdullah ibn al-Hasan
ibn Hanbal al- Tahawi
‘ Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn al-Hasan ‘

Abl Nu‘aym

1. Al-Tahawi, Sharh mushkil al-athdar, vol. 9, 187, (no. 3557). See
also: Abii Nu‘aym al-Asbahani, Hilya, vol. 4, 153; Ahmad ibn Hanbal,
Musnad, vol. 1, 330, (no. 3062).
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About Ablu Balaj Yahya ibn Sulaym al-Fazari, al-Mizzi
records: Yahya ibn Ma‘In, Ibn Sa‘d, al-Nasa’T and al-Daraqutni
regard him to be trustworthy; al-Bukhart says fihi nazar; Abi
Hatim says that he is salih al-hadith la ba’sa bihi.? Tbn Hibban
says that he is not worthy of being adduced from if he is its sole
narrator.” Al-Juzjani says that he is not trustworthy.*

About Yahya ibn ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Himmani, Ibn Ab1 Hatim
records that Abii Zur‘ah stopped narrating from him;’ Al-
Dhahabi says that he is laysa bi mutgin and that Ahmad ibn
Hanbal and ‘Ali ibn Madini have impugned him (qad takallama
fiht Ahmad wa ‘Alp).°

2. Sa‘d ibn Malik (rta)
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Sa‘d ibn Malik reported from the Prophet (sws) that he
ordered for all the doors of the mosque to be closed. So, they
were closed and the door of ‘Alf was left open. People asked:
“O Messenger of God! You have closed our doors and left
open the door of ‘Ali.” The Messenger of God replied: “I did
not opf7:n them or close them; it was in fact God who closed
them.”

Following is the schematic illustration of the isnad of this
narrative’s variants:

2. Al-Mizzi, Tahdhib al-kamal, vol. 33, 162-163.

3. Ibn Hibba, Al-Majrithin, vol. 3, 113.

4. Al-Juzjani, Ahwal al-rijal, 117.

5. Ibn Abi Hatim, Al-Jarh wa ta‘dil, vol. 9, 169.

6. Al-Dhahabi, Tadhkirah al-huffaz, vol. 2, 423.

7. Al-Tabarani, Al-Mu ‘jam al-awsat, vol. 4, 186, (no. 3930). See
also: Ibn al-Maghazali, Mandqib, 325, (no. 306); Abu Ya‘la, Musnad,
vol. 2, 61, (no. 703); Ibn ‘Asakir, Tarikh Madinah Dimashq, vol. 42,
138-139.
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Muhammad

| Sad ibn Malik

‘Abdullah ibn al-Ragqim v
Mus‘ab ibn Sa‘d ibn Malik Khaythamah
‘Abdullah ibn Shartk
al-Hakam ibn ‘Utaybah Muslim
Fatr ibn Khalifah

‘Ubaydullah ibn Miisa

Mu‘ﬁw;ah ibn Maysarah ~ Ghassan ibn Bishr

Suwayd ibn Sa‘ld Muhammad ibn Isma‘il
al-Husayn ibn Sallan

‘Al1 ibn Sa‘id al-Razi Miisa ibn Muhammad
Muhammad ibn Muhmiid ibn Hayyan

al-Tabarant
al-Hasan ibn Muhammad * Abll_l Ya‘la

Ahmad ibn Muhammad | 1
|

v
Ibn Maghazali Ibn ‘Asakir

About ‘Abdullah ibn al-Raqim, Ibn Hajar says that he is
majhal® and records’ that al-Nasa’T does not know him and that
al-Bukhart says fihi nazar.

About ‘Abdullah ibn Sharik, al-Mizzi records: Sufyan ibn
‘Uyaynah and ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Mahdi would not narrate from
him; the opinions attributed to al-Nasa’1 about him are laysa bi
qawt and laysa bihi ba’s; al-Juzjani says that he is liar; however,
Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Yahya ibn Ma‘mn and Abu Zur ‘ah regard him
to be trustworthy.'® Besides mentioning him in his Al-Thigat,"
Ibn Hibban has also mentioned him in his Al—Majrahz'n12 and said
that he is an extremist Shiite who narrates from authorities what
does not resemble narratives from trustworthy narrators and it is
better to abstain from him than to adduce from him.

About Suwayd ibn Sa‘id, al-Mizzi" records the following jarh:

Ya‘qib ibn Shaybah says that he is sadiig mudtarib al-hifz
particularly when he had become blind. According to al-BukharT,

8. Ibn Hajar, Taqrib, 303

9. Ibn Hajar, Tahdhib, vol. 5, 186.

10. Al-Mizzi, Tahdhib al-kamal, vol. 15, 88.

11. Ibn Hibban, Al-Thigat, vol. 5, 22.

12. Tbn Hibban, Al-Majrithin, vol. 2, 26.

13. Al-Mizzi, Tahdhib al-kamal, vol. 12, 251.
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Salih Muhammad al-Baghdadi and Abii Ahmad al-Hakim when
he became blind he would narrate Hadith which were not his. In
the opinion of al-Nasa’1, he is laysa bi thigah wa la ma’ miin.
Yahya ibn Ma‘in says that he is halal al-dam. Ton Hibban has
recorded him in his Al-Majrithin and said: ya’ti ‘an thigat fi al-
mu ‘dalat;, yukhtt ft al-athar wa yuqallibu al-akhbar and also said
that it is essential to abstain from his narratives.'* Ibn al-JTawzi"
has recorded him in his Al-Du‘af@’ and stated that Yahya ibn
Ma‘in regarded him to be a great liar (khadhdhab) and unreliable
(sdaqit). He also said that if he had a horse and a spear he would
have attacked him. He also records that according to Ahmad he
is matritk al-hadith.

About ‘Al1 ibn Sa‘1d ibn Bashir al-Razi (d. 299 AH), al-Dhahabi1
records that according to al-Daraqutni he is laysa bi dhak and
would narrate what other would not. However, Ibn Yinus says
that he understood things and would preserve them.'®

No information exists about Ghassan ibn Bishr al-Kahilt and
Muhammad ibn Isma‘il Ja‘far al-Tahhan.

Mﬁsa'l1 7ibn Muhammad ibn Hayyan is regarded weak by Abi
Zur ‘ah.

3. Bara’ ibn ‘Azib (rta)
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Al-Bara’ ibn °‘Azib stated: “The doors of a group of
companions of the messenger opened in the mosque. God’s

14. Tbn Hibban, Al-Majriihin, vol. 1, 352.

15. Abi al-Faraj ‘Abd al-Rahman ‘Alf ibn Muhammad ibn al-Jawzi,
Al-Du‘afa’ wa al-matritkin, 1" ed., vol. 2 (Beirut: Dar al-kutub al-
‘ilmiyyah, 1406 AH), 32.

16. Al-Dhahabi, Mizan, vol. 5, 160.

17. Al-Dhahabi, Al-Mughnt, vol. 2, 686.
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messenger one day said: ‘Shut these doors except that of
‘Al ibn Abit Talib.” At this, people started to talk about this.
Thereupon, God’s messenger got up and praised and exalted
God and then said: ‘I was ordered to close these doors
except the door of ‘Alt people from you started to talk about
it. By God! I did not open or close anything. I was ordered to
do it and I followed the orders.””"®

Following is the schematic illustration of the isnad of this

narrative’s variants:
Muhammad

al-Btrﬁ ibn ‘Azib —¢

Maymiin Abi ‘Abdullah| Ibrahim ibn ‘Abd
[ I al-Rahtm ibn Danitiq

Muhammad ibn Hartin ‘Awf ibn Ab1 Jamih

‘Ali ibn ‘Abdullah
Ja‘far ibn ‘Abdullah ; ibn Mubashir
Jawdhah ibn Khalifah
Abii al-Fadl al-Razi [t . 5" | al-Husayn ibn Muhammad
Muhammad ibn Ishaq ibn al-Husayn

Abi Sahl Muhammad
ibn Ibrahim al-Ru’yant Ahmad ibn Muhammad
‘ ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab
Ibn ‘Asakir
‘ al-Maghazali

About Maymiin Aba ‘Abdullah, Ibn Abi Hatim records: When
‘Al1 ibn al-MadinT asked Yahya ibn Sa‘id al-Qattan about him he
showed signs of dislike and said that Shu‘bah regarded him to be
despicable; Ahmad ibn Hanbal says that his narratives contain
manakir; Yahya ibn Ma‘in says that he is nothing." Ibn Hajar
records that he is laysa bi al-gawr in the eyes of al-Nasa’t and al-
Hakim.” His own verdict about him is that he is da ‘z'f.21

Al-Dhahabi says that though some authorities have regarded
Muhammad ibn Ishaq ibn Yasar al-Muttalib1 (d. 151 AH) to be

18. Al-Ru’yan1, Musnad, vol. 1, 277-288, (no. 411). See also: Ibn al-
Maghazali, Manaqib, 324, (no. 305); Ibn ‘Asakir, Tarikh Madinah
Dimashg, vol. 42, 138.

19. Ibn Ab1 Hatim, Al-Jarh wa ta‘dil, vol. 8, 234.

20. Ibn Hajar, Tahdhib al-tahdhib, vol. 10, 351.

21. Ibn Hajar, Taqrib al-tahdhib, 556.
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reliable, others have regarded him to be suspect. The jarh
opinions are as follows:**

Ibn Ma‘1n says that though he is thigah yet he is laysa bi hujjah.

Al-Nasa’1 says that he is laysa bi al-qawr .

Al-Daraqutni says that he is la@ yuhtajju bihi.

Sulayman al-Tim1, Yahya ibn Sa‘ld al-Qattan and Hisham ibn
‘Urwah regard him to be kadhdhab.

‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Mahdi says that Yahya ibn Sa‘id al-
AnsarT and Malik have impugned him. Malik, in the opinion of
Yahya ibn Adam, has regarded Muhammad ibn Ishaq a dajjal.

According to Ahmad he indulges in fadlis a lot.

Finally, summing up his own view, al-Dhahabi says that
Muhammad ibn Ishaq is hasan al-hadith salih al-hal, sadiig and
there are unique things in his narrations which are not
corroborated by others because he does not have a sound
memory. While pointing to this last aspect, he says that such
narratives of his should be regarded as munkar.”

Ibn Hatim records that in the opinion of his father, Abii Hatim
he is not al-qawi fi al-hadith and is da ‘if al-hadith.**

Al-Mizz1 records that when Ahmad ibn Hanbal was asked
whether Muhammad ibn Ishaq’s narratives which are not
corroborated by any other narration be accepted, he replied in
the negative and swore and said that he would narrate from a
whole group of people but would ascribe it to a single person
and would not specify which part is from which particular
person.”” Ahmad ibn Hanbal is also reported to have said that his
narratives about maghdazi can be accepted but when it comes to
what is allowed and prohibited in religion, then reliable and
trustworthy people are needed and he is not among them.

Though ‘Awf ibn Abi Jamilah has been regarded as
trustworthy by authorities, here is some contrary evidence to his
trustworthiness:

Abili Zur‘ah and al-‘Uqaylt have mentioned him in their
respective books both titled Al-Du‘afa’.”’

22. Al-Dhahabi, Mizan al-i‘tidal, vol. 6, 57-62.

23. Al-Dhahabi, Siyar, vol. 7, 41.

24. Ibn Abi Hatim, Al-Jarh wa al-ta‘dil, vol. 7, 193.

25. Al-Mizzi, Tahdhib al-kamal, vol. 24, 422.

26. Al-Durd, Tarikh Yahya ibn Ma ‘in, vol. 3, 247.

27. Abi Zur‘ah ‘Ubaydullah ibn ‘Abd al-Karim al-Razi, Kitab al-
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Al-Hakim records:
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I asked: “[What about] ‘Awf ibn Abi Jamilah?”’ He [al-
Daraqutni] replied: “laysa bi dhaka.”®

Al-Juzjani records:
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‘Awf ibn Abi Jamilah al-A‘rabi would [carelessly] accept

narratives from his right and left from the opinion of the
[people of] Basrah and Kifah.”

Al-Mizz1 records:

vl a2 e (s o] 0 5 S )8 el 76 gy J
Some of them are of the opinion that he is not trustworthy.
He narrates from al-Hasan what no one else ever has.*

Also, ‘Awf is known to give preference to ‘Alf (rta)’' over
‘Uthman (rta) and it is also known that since A’ishah (rta)
sided with ‘Uthman (rta), a group of the followers of ‘Al (rta)
targeted her to besmear her character.

Nothing is known about Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-
Wahhab.

4. Zayd ibn Arqam (rta)
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du‘afa’, 1* ed. (Madinah: Al-Jami‘ah al-islamiyyah, 1982), 659; Al-
‘Uqayli, Al-Du‘afa’, vol. 3, 429.

28. Abii al-Hasan ‘Alf ibn ‘Umar al-Daraqutni, Su’alat al-Hakim, 1%
ed. (Riyad: Maktabah al-ma‘arif, 1984), 261.

29. Abii Ishaq Ibrahim ibn Ya‘qiib al-Juzjani, Ahwal al-rijal, 1* ed.
(Beirut: Mu’assasah al-risalah, 1405 AH), 114.

30. Al-Mizzi, Tahdhib al-kamal, vol. 22, 440.

31. See, for example; Al-‘Uqaylt, Al-Du‘afa’, vol. 3, 429.

32. In the light of all other variants, this is an error and the name is
actually Muhammad ibn Ja‘far.
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Zayd ibn Argam stated: “A group of companions of the
Prophet had doors that opened towards the mosque. So, the
Prophet (sws) said: ‘Close all these doors except the door of
‘Al Thereupon people expressed their reservations on this.
Thereupon, the Prophet (sws) got up, praised God and exalted
Him and then said: ‘I was ordered to have these doors closed
except that of ‘Alf and a person from among you said what he
said. By God! I did not close them or opened them except that
I was ordered to do a thing and I complied.”””*?

Following is the schematic illustration of the isnad of this
narrative’s variants:

Muhammad
Zayd ibn Arqam

Maymiim Abu ‘Abdullah
]

¢ ‘A&f Ahmad ibn Hanbal
al-Mu ‘tamir

Muhammad ibn Ja‘far ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad
Muhammad ibn # ibn Hanbal
‘Abd al-A‘la Muhammad ibn Bashshar

Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Nasa’'t | Ahmad ibn Ja‘far
Ibn ‘Asim
Abi ‘Al al-Hakim

al- ‘Uqayla al-Tahawi
* ‘ Abi al-Qasim

Ibn ‘Asakir

33. Al-Nasa’1, Sunan al-kubra, vol. 5, 118, (no. 8423). See also: Al-
Tahawi, Sharh mushkil al-athar,mvol. 9, 189, (no. 3561); Ahmad ibn
Hanbal, Fada’il al-sahabah, vol. 2, 581, (no. 985); Al-Hakim, Al-
Mustadrak, vol. 3, 135, (no. 4631); Al-‘Uqayli, Du‘fa’, vol. 4, 185; Ibn
‘Asakir, Tarikh Madinah Dimashgq, vol. 42, 137-138.
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Jarh on Maymim Abii ‘Abdullah and ‘Awf has just been
presented.

5. Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah (rta)
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Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah stated: “I heard God’s Messenger say:
‘Close all doors [that open in the mosque] except the door of
‘Ali.’ And he gestured towards ‘Ali’s door.”**

Following is the schematic illustration of the isnad of this
narrative’s variants:

Muhammad
Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah Muhammad ibn Mahdi

Muhammad ibn ‘AlT Ja‘far ibn Muhammad ibn

Ja‘far ibn al-Hasan ibn Ja‘far
Zayd ibn ‘Al1 ibn al-Husayn
Abt Hafs ibn Bishran
Shu ‘bah ibn Hajjaj
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ghalib
‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibn al-Khattab

al-Khatib al-Baghdadi

v
Ibn ‘Asakir

No information is available on Muhammad ibn Mahd1i al-

34. Al-Khattb al-Baghdadi, Tarikh Baghddad, vol. 7, 204. See also:
Ibn ‘Asakir, Tarikh Madinah Dimashg, vol. 19, 451.
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Maymiini.

No jarh or ta‘dil is available on Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Ghalib al-Faqth.

6. Jabir ibn Samurah (rta)
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Jabir ibn Samurah stated: “God’s Messenger ordered all doors
that opened towards the mosque to be closed except the door
of All. At this, al-‘Abbas said: ‘Could not a part be left open
so that I could enter or leave?” He replied: ‘I have not ordered
any of this so that all of these doors were closed completely
except the door of ‘Alr; [it was actually done at God’s

behest].” and at times ‘AlT would be walking in the mosque
and would be in the state of ceremonial un-cleanliness.”*’

Following is the schematic illustration of the isnad of this
narrative:

Muhammad
Jabir ibn Samurah Isma‘il ibn ‘Amr al-Bajali
Simak ibn Harb Ibrahim ibn Na’ilah al-Asbahani

Nasih ibn ‘Abdullah i al-Tabarani

About Isma‘il ibn ‘Amr ibn Najih (d. 227 AH), Ibn al-Jawzi
records that according to al-Darimi, al-Daraqutni and Ibn ‘Adi,
he is da ‘z’f36 and according to al-Khatib he would narrate manakir

35. Al-Tabarani, Al-Mu ‘jam al-kabir, vol. 2, 246, (no. 2031). See also:
Ibn al-Maghazali, Mandgqib, 325, (no. 306); Abi Ya‘la, Musnad, vol. 2,
61, (no. 703); Ibn ‘Asakir, Tarikh Madinah Dimashg, vol. 42, 138-139.

36. Ibn al-Jawzi, Al-Du‘afa’, vol. 1, 118.
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and according to Ibn ‘Uqdah he is da‘if dhahib.”” Aba Hatim
also regards him to be da ‘7f.*®

About Nasih ibn ‘Abdullah, al-Mizz1 records: Yahya ibn Ma‘n
says that he is not trustworthy and another opinion attributed to
him is laysa bi shay’; ‘Amr ibn ‘Ali says that he is matriik al-
hadith and narrates munkar narratives from Simak ibn Harb; al-
Bukhar says that he is munkar al-hadith; al-Tirmidhi says that
he is lays bi al-qawT; al-Nasa’l regards him to be da‘if and
another opinion ascribed to him is laysa bi thigah; Abu Hatim
says that he is da‘if al-hadith munkar al-hadith from Simak; Ibn
Hibban says that he is worthy of being forsaken.”

7. Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas
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‘Abdullah ibn Argam stated: “I and some people from the
inhabitants of Kufa came to Madinah and met Sa‘d ibn Abi
Wagqqas. Thereupon he said: ‘Become among the people of

Iraq! Become among the people of Iraq for I am the closest of
people to them.” He then asked about ‘Alt and said: ‘How do

37.1bid., vol. 1, 132.

38. Al-Dhahabi, Mizan, vol. 1, 399.

39. Al-Mizzi, Tahdhib al-kamal, vol. 29, 362-363.
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you see him? Did you hear him mention me?” We replied:
‘No not by your name. But we heard him say: “Fear the trial
of the al-Akhnas.” So, he said: ‘Did he name me?’ We said:
‘No.” He then said: ‘“There are many Khuns but I will continue
to love him after I heard three things from God’s Messenger.
God’s Messenger sent Abti Bakr with Strah al-Tabah and
then sent ‘Al after him who took it from him. Abi Bakr
returned embarrassed and said: “O God’s Messenger! You did
not give it from me except to a person from me and the doors
of people adjacent to the mosque except that of ‘All were
closed.” So, al-‘Abbas said: ‘O God’s Messenger! You closed
our doors and left open that of ‘Alt while he is the youngest
among us.’ At this, he replied: ‘I did not make you inhabit nor
did I close your doors. I was actually ordered to do it.” This
happened in the battle of Tabik.”*’

Following is the schematic illustration of the isnad of this
narrative’s variants:

Muhammad

Sa‘d ibn Ab1 Waqqa
[

‘Abdullah ibn Argam al-Harith ibn Malik
e |

v
‘Abdullah ibn Sharik
gl [ 1
Fatr jbn Khalifah
|
Yazid ibn Hartin

“Alf ibn Qadim

al-Hasan ibn ‘Al1

v
Ahmad ibn Yahya

Ibn AbT ‘Asim
Ahmad ibn Shaddad al-Nasa’1

v
Ibn ‘Asakir

¢

40. Ibn Abi ‘Asim, Al-Sunnah, vol. 2, 609. See also: Al-Nasa’i, Sunan
al-kubra, vol. 5, 118, (no. 8425); Ibn ‘Asakir, Tarikh Madinah Dimashq,
vol. 42, 116-117; Al-Tahawi, Sharh mushkil al-athar, 9, 184, (no. 3554)
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The jarh on ‘Abdullah ibn Sharik has been presented earlier.

8. Anas ibn Malik (rta)
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Anas ibn Malik said: “When God’s Messenger closed the
doors that opened in the mosque, the Quraysh came and
expressed their anger at him and said: ‘You have closed our
doors and left open the door of ‘Ali.” At this he said: ‘I did

not order to close them nor did I order to open them; [it was
God Who did so].””"!

Following is the schematic illustration of the isnad of this
narrative:

Muhammad
Anas ibn Malik Muhammad ibn Humayd
Hilal ibn Suwayd Muhammad ibn ‘Abdis

Tamim ibn ‘Abd al-Mu’min al-‘Uqaylt

I ¢

About Hilal ibn Suwayd, Ibn Hajar writes: Al-BukharT has
recorded him among his Al-Du‘afa’ and said that his narratives
are not corroborated; Al-‘Uqaylt has also recorded him in his Al-
Du‘afa’ while Ibn Hibban says that he is trustworthy.*

Ibn Abi Hatim mentions him Tamim ibn ‘Abd al-Mu’min
without any jarh or ta‘dil. ¥ Tbn Hibban says that he narrates
magqti‘ narratives.”

41. Al-‘Uqayli, Al-Du‘afa’, vol. 4, 346.
42. Ibn Hajar, Lisan, vol. 6, 201.
43. Ibn Abi Hatim, Al-Jarh wa al-ta‘dil, vol. 2, 444.
44. Tbn Hibban, Al-Thigat, vol. 8, 156.
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