Hadith Studies

Narrative on ‘Ashr min al-fitrah

Dr Shehzad Saleem
1. A’ishah (rta)
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‘A’ishah stated that God’s Messenger said: “Ten things are
from among human nature: clipping the moustache,
lengthening the beard, using the tooth-stick, sniffing air in
the nose, pairing nails, washing knuckles, shaving hair from
underarms and the pubes, cleaning the private parts with
water.” Mus‘ab said: “I forgot the tenth except that it may be
rinsing the mouth.”"

1. Muslim, Sahih, vol. 1, 223, (no. 261). See also: Abt Nu‘aym, Al-
Musnad al-mustakhraj, vol. 1, 318, (no. 604); Ibid., 1, 318, (no. 604);
Ibn Khuzaymah, Sahih, vol. 1, 47, (no. 88); Abt Da’ud, Sunan, vol. 1,
14, (no. 53); Ibn Majah, Sunan, vol, 1, 107, (no. 293); Al-Bayhaqi, Al-
Sunan al-sughra, vol. 1, 47, (no. 84); Al-Bayhaqi, Al-Sunan al-kubra,
vol. 1, 36, (no. 152); Ibid., vol. 1, 52, (no. 244); Ibid., vol. 1, 300, (no.
1330); Al-Tirmidhi, Sunan, vol. 5, 91, (no. 2757); Al-Bayhaqi,
Ma‘rifah al-sunan, vol. 1, 248, (no/ 22); Abu Ya‘la, Musnad, vol. 5,
14, (no. 4517); Ishaq ibn Rahawayh, Musnad, vol. 2, 79, (no. 547);
Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Musnad, vol. 6, 137, (no. 25014); Al-‘Uqayli,
Du‘afa’, vol. 4, 197; Al-Tahawi, Sharh mushkil al-athar, vol. 2, 166-
167; Al-Bayhaqt, Shu‘ab al-iman, vol. 3, 23, (no. 2760); Ibn ‘Abd al-
Barr, Al-Tamhid, vol. 21, 65; Al-Baghawi, Sharh al-sunnah, vol. 1,
397-398, (no. 205); Al-Daraqutni, Sunan, vol. 1, 94, (no. 1); Ibn Abt
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Following is the schematic illustration of the isnad of this
narrative’s variants:
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Shaybah, Musannaf, vol. 1, 178, (no. 2046).
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About Mus‘ab ibn Shaybah, al-Mizzi records: Ahmad ibn
Hanbal says that he narrates manakir; Yahya ibn Ma‘In regards
him to be trustworthy; Abii Hatim says that authorities do not
like him (la yahmidinahit) and that he is laysa bi gawr; al-Nasa’1
says that he is munkar al-hadith and at another instance says that
fi hadithihi shay’. > Al-Dhahabi records that according to al-
Daraqutni, he is laysa bi al-gawT and Abii Da’tid calls him da ‘if’
Ibn Hajar records that in the view of Ibn ‘Adt authorities have
questioned his memory but al-IjIi regards him to be trustworthy.*
Ibn Hajar himself regards him to be layyin al-hadith.’

Zakariyya ibn Abi Za’idah is a mudallis® and all his variants
except the one recorded by Ibn Khuzaymah’ have his ‘an ‘anah.

No information is available on al-Hassan ibn ‘Abd al-Samad
and Ibrahtm ibn Muhammad ibn Hatim.

Al-Nasa’1 is of the view that the mawgqif version of this
narrative is more correct.®

2. ‘Ammar ibn Nasir (rta)
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‘Ammar ibn Yasir reported that God’s Messenger said: “From
among human nature is rinsing the mouth and nostrils, using
the tooth stick, clipping the moustache, pairing nails, shaving
the pubes and underarms, washing joints, cleaning the private

2. Al-Mizzi, Tahdhib al-kamal, vol. 28, 32.
3. Al-Dhahab1, Mizan, vol. 6, 437.
4. Ibn Hajar, Tahdib, vol. 10, 147.
5. Ibn Hajar, Tagrib, 533.
6. Al-Dhahabi, Mizan, vol. 3, 108.
7. Ibn Khuzaymah, Sahih, vol. 1, 47, (no. 88).
8. Al-Nasa’1, Sunan, vol. 8, 128, (no. 5042)
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parts with water and circumcision.””

Following is the schematic illustration of the isnad of this

narrative’s variants:
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9. Ibn Majah, Sunan, vol. 1, 107, (no. 294). See also: Abu Da’ud,
Sunan, vol. 1, 14, (no. 54); Al-Tahawi, Sharh mushkil al-athar, vol. 2,
166; Al-Bayhaqi, Shu‘ab al-iman, vol. 3, 23, (no. 2761); Abu Ya‘la,
Musnad, vol. 3, 197, (no. 1627); Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Musnad, vol. 4,
264, (no. 18353); Al-Shashi, Musnad, vol. 2, 435, (no. 1043); Ibn Ab1i
Shaybah, Musannaf, vol. 1, 297-298, (no. 447); Al-Mizzi, Tahdhib al-

kamal, vol. 11, 319.
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Ibn Hibban says that this narrative is mursal and that Salamah
ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Ammar ibn Yasir narrates from his father
(as is the case with the narrative under discussion) while he has
not even seen him. He further says that he is not worthy of being
adduced from when he is in harmony with trustworthy narrators
because of this irsal."

Al-Mizzi records the following jarh on ‘All ibn Zayd ibn
Jud‘an: Ibn Sa‘d’s view about him is fihi du ‘f wa la yuhtajju bihf,
Salih ibn Ahmad ibn Hanbal reports his father’s opinion as: laysa
bi al-gawt . Others have reported Ahmad ibn Hanbal as: laysa bi
shay’ and da ‘if al-hadith; Yahya ibn Ma‘In says that he is laysa bi
dhak al-gawr ; other opinions attributed to Yahya ibn Ma‘m about
‘All ibn Zayd are da‘if, da‘if fi kulli shay’, laysa bi shay’, laysa bi
hujjah; Al-‘ljlT opines: yuktabu hadithuhii wa laysa bi al-gawr;
according to Ibrahtm ibn Ya‘qub al-Juzjani, he is wahi al-hadith,
da ‘if and la yuhtajju biht; in the opinion of Abt Zur‘ah, he is laysa
bi al-qawt, and in the opinion of Abw Hatim, he is laysa bi gawt
yuktabu hadithuhii wa la yuhtajju biht, Al-Nasa’1 says that he is
da‘if, Abu Bakr ibn Khuzaymah says: la yuhtajju bihi li si’
hifzihi; Al-Hakim expresses his opinion as: laysa bi al-matin
‘indahum; Al-Daraqutni says: fihi lin; Shu‘bah’s opinion about
him is kana raffa‘an; Hammad ibn Zayd says about him: kana
yugallibu al-ahddith; Tbn ‘Uyaynah and Wuhayb have yuda‘‘afu
him; Abi Wuhayb says: kana ha’ikan. "'

Ibn Hibban after citing his jarh on him says istahaqqa al-tark
al-ihtijaj bihi."”

Ibn Hajar says that he is da ‘if."

A related variant to the above two narrative reads:
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10. Ibn Hibban, Al-Majriihin, vol. 1, 337.
11. Al-Mizzi, Tahdhib al-kamal, vol. 20, 437-442.
12. Ibn Hibban, Al-Majriihin, vol. 2, 103.
13. Ibn Hajar, Taqrib al-tahdhib, 401.
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‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar reported from God’s Messenger:
“From among human nature is shaving the pubes, pairing
nails and clipping the moustache.”"*

Following is the schematic illustration of the isnad of this
narrative’s variants:
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Al-Bukhart’s variant is without flaw.

14. Al-Bukhari, Sahih, vol. 5, 2209, (no. 5551). See also: Al-
Bayhaqt, Al-Sunan al-kubra, vol. 3, 243, (no. 5756); Ahmad ibn
Hanbal, Musnad, vol. 2, 118, (no. 5988); Abii Umayyah Muhammad
ibn Ibrahim, Musnad ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar, 1% ed., (Beirut: Dar al-
naqqash, 13913 AH), 44, (no. 80); Al-Bayhaqt, Shu ‘ab al-iman, vol. 5,
221, (no. 6441).
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