HADITH STUDIES

Narrative on ‘Ali Afflicted Eyes

Dr Shehzad Saleem

I Sunni Sources
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‘Abd al:Rahmﬁn ibn Abi Layla said: “Abu Layla would
travel with ‘Ali. The latter would wear summer clothes in
winter and winter clothes in summer. So we asked Abiu
Layla to ask ‘Alt why was this so. Thereupon ‘Ali said:
‘God’s Messenger called for me on the day of Khaybar
when my eyes were afflicted. I said: “God’s Messenger! I
have red-eyes. So he spat on my eyes and then said: ‘O God!
Take away hot and cold from him.””” So ‘Al1 said: ‘After
that day I did not feel heat or cold.””’

! Ibn Majah, Sunan, vol. 1, 43, (no. 117). See also: Al-Nasa’1, Sunan
al-kubra, vol. 5, 108, (no, 8401); Ibid., vol. 5, 152, (no. 8536); Al-
Tabarani, Al-Mu ‘jam al-awsat, vol. 2, 380-381, (no. 2286); Ahmad ibn
Hanbal, Musnad, vol. 1, 99, (no. 778); Ibid., vol. 1, 133, (no. 1117);
Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Fada’il, vol. 2, 564, (no. 950); Ibid., vol. 2, 638,
(no. 1084); Al-Maqdist, Al-Ahadith al-mukhtarah, vol, 2, 274-275,
(No. 655); Ibn Abt Shaybah, Musannaf, vol. 6, 368, (no. 32080); Ibid.,
vol. 7, 394, (no. 36883); Al-Nasa’1i, Khasa’is ‘Alr, 39, (14); Ibid., 159-
160, (no. 151); Al-Hakim, Al-Mustadrak, vol. 3, 39, (no. 4338); Al-
Bazzar, Musnad, vol. 2, 135-136, (no. 496); Ibn ‘Asakir, Tarikh
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Following is the schematic illustration of the isnad of this
narrative’s variants:
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Ibn Hibban has recorded Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn
Abi Layla in his Al-Majrithin.® Al-Nasa'1 says that he is laysa bi
al-qizwz’ fi al-hadith.” Tbn Hajar records that he is sadiig sayy al-
hifz.

Ibn ‘Adi records:’ in the opinion of Ahmad ibn Hanbal, he is
da‘if, mudtarib al-hadith; al-Sa‘di says that he is wahi al-hadith
sayy al-hifz; Shu‘bah says that he has not seen anyone having a
worse memory than Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi
Layla; Yahya ibn Ma‘In says that he is da ‘if al-hadith.

Madinah Dimashq, vol. 42, 105-107.

2. Ibn Hibban, Al-Majrithin, vol. 2, 243.

3. Al-Nasa'1, Al-Du‘afa’, 92.

4. Ibn Hajar, Taqrib al-tahdhib, 493.

5. Ibn ‘Ad1, Al-Kamil fi al-du‘afa’, vol. 6, 183-185.
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Ibn al-Jawzi records:® in the opinion of Abu Hatim, he is /a
yuhtajju biht; Ibn Hibban says that he makes blatant mistakes,
has a bad memory and as a result there are many manakir in his
narratives and he deserves to be forsaken; al-Daraqutni says that
he is radi al-hifz kathir al-wahm.

II Shiite Narratives
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‘Al1 ibn Abit Talib said: “God’s Messenger called me while
my eyes were afflicted with an ailment. He then spat on my
eye and tied his turban on my head and prayed: ‘God take
away heat and cold from him.” After that, I did not feel any
heat or cold.”

Following is the schematic illustration of the isndd of this
narrative’s variants:

6. Ibn al-Jawzi, Al-Du‘afa’ wa al-matriikin, vol. 3, 76.

7. Al-Tusi, Al-Amalr, 89. See also: Al-Mufid, Al-Amalr, 317-318; Ibn
Bitriq, Al-‘Umdah, 139; Muhammad ibn Sulayman al-Kuft, Managib
‘Al vol. 2, 88-90; Ibn ‘Uqdah al-Kuft, Fada’il amir al-mu’minin, 80-82.
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Shiite sources record no information about Makhlad ibn Abi
Quraysh. Among Sunni sources, Al-Khatib mentions him but
without any jarh or ta‘dil.®

Shiite sources are also silent on Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman
ibn Siraj and so are Sunni ones.

8. Al-Khatib al-Baghdadr, Tarikh Baghdad, vol. 13, 174.
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About Bukayr ibn Sa‘d also, Shiite sources record no
information nor do Sunni ones.

About al-Husayn ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad al-
Azdi, al-Namari says: lam yaa’hkurﬁhﬁ.9

About al-Hasan ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Ab1 Laylﬁ,lo ‘Abd al-
Rahman al-Asbahani'' and al-Hasan ibn Hammad ibn Hamzah'?
too, al-Namari says: lam yadhkurithii.

According to al-Jawahiri, Shu‘ayb ibn Wagid"® and ‘Ali ibn
Hashim'* are majhiil.

Shiite sources are silent on ‘Isa ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi
Layla.

According to al-Jawahiri, al-Minhal ibn ‘Amr is majhiil."

About Abu Bakr Ahmad ibn Ja‘far ibn Hamdan ibn Malik al-
Qaﬁ‘TK’ and Muhammad ibn’Alf ibn Yasuf," al-Namari says:
lam yadhkuriihii.

Shiite sources are silent on al-Ma‘mar ibn Ahmad ibn
‘Ubaydullah.

9. Al-Namari, Mustadrakat, vol. 3, 143.
10. Ibid., vol. 2, 418.
11. Ibid., vol. 4, 387.
12. Ibid., vol. 2, 378.
13. Al-Jawahir1, Mufid, 279.
14. Ibid., 417.
15. Ibid., 622.
16. Al-Namari, Mustadrakat, vol. 1, 269.
17. Ibid., vol. 7, 252.
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