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interested in everything, but if someone tells me that what I am 

doing right now is not acceptable to my God, then I cannot take 

it lightly. Even in non-religious matters, once we jump into a 

discussion, we must behave as truth-seeking believers and not 

like truth-spurning k�firs. 

v) God has promised that He shall not make any soul 

accountable for anything more than what his potential is. He has 

also promised that He shall forgive people who repent after 

realizing that what they were doing was wrong and that He shall 

punish only those who continued to insist on a wrong, criminal 

attitude knowingly. What better keep-it-simple approach could 

there be than this? 

vi) One of the things I am expected to do as a good believer is 

to correct those who are closely involved with me. Likewise, I 

should allow others to influence me positively whenever I am 

wrong. Such an attitude of mutual correction is a demonstration 

of the believers’ concern for the welfare of each other. In no way 

does it demonstrate an unnecessary interference in the affairs of 

others. In fact, not doing so would be indicative of a lack of 

interest in the spiritual and moral welfare of the other person. 
 

(Dr Khalid Zaheer) 
 

_______________ 

 

 

 

 

The Message of Death 
 

A pilot of our air force once narrated to me a personal 

experience of a lifetime: one that shook his imagination to the 

core and transformed his subsequent behaviour in life 

completely. He recounted: 
 

On a routine flight, the engine of my aircraft developed 

some complications which I was unable to locate and 

correct. Frantic messages to the control tower proved 

fruitless. Very soon the plane was accelerating towards the 

ground. I was convinced that my few moments of survival 

were ticking away fast. As death stared at me with lustful 
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eyes, I could see the ‘performance’ of my life flashing across 

my mind in those very last few seconds. I was a terrified and 

an ashamed witness to my own misdeeds. I could see no one 

around to soothe and comfort me – none of those assuring 

and reassuring heroes, friends, and relatives who used to 

help avoid the discomforting question of death and its 

consequences. The ordeal was terrible; the chances of 

survival nil! 
 

… It was a new life for me when I was miraculously saved: 

it was incredible indeed. I forced my way out of the cockpit 

with some minor injuries and the most important message I 

could possibly learn: life is too precious to be wasted in the 

meaningless pursuits of self-gratification. Thereafter, my 

attitude has undergone a complete transformation. Now I try 

to make sure that I learn about the religion of God as much 

as I can, and practice it sincerely. I hope my Gracious 

Creator forgives my shameful past when my unavoidable 

day of meeting Him would arrive.  
 

All of us may not experience a near-death experience before 

the real one. We do, however, receive enough reminders of 

death in the news of the departure of others. We have only 

two options: either to sincerely prepare for the ultimate by 

bowing before the message of God, or to avoid 

contemplating the idea of death until it actually arrives. The 

consequence of the first choice will be lasting happiness in 

the future; the second option may result in an uncertain 

pleasure in this world, but will result in a definite disaster in 

the next one. The choice is ours! 
 

(Dr Khalid Zaheer) 
 

_______________ 

 

 

 

 

This Worldly Life- a Trial for Man
 

The worldly life, which is a very short duration of existence 
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